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EU SEED MARKET – KEY FACTS AND FIGURES

Item Figure

Value EU seed market € 7 bn

Number of seed companies 7.200

Employment ca 52.000

Annual R&D Spending Up to 20% (of turnover)

R&D Stations 750

R&D Employees ca 12.500
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INTRODUCING ESA

SINGLE voice of the European seed industry

Represents the European seed industry via the European 
institutions and their representatives

• European Commission
• European Parliament
• Council of Ministers
• Community Plant Variety Office
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INTRODUCING ESA

International involvement and observer status

 ISF, CPVO, UPOV, OECD, ISTA, IPPC, FAO, etc.

Continuous contact with other industry associations:

• related to agriculture & biotechnology
• non-governmental organisations
• the international press 
• the wider interested public 
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ESA’S PRINCIPAL FUNCTIONS

Inform

Represent

Lobby

on all seed related issues:

Help to solve collective problems of Members

• seed marketing, incl. GM and organic seed
• IPRs ; biodiversity ; access ; research
• plant/seed health ; seed treatment ; 

environment
• land use and food production
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ESA MEMBERS TODAY

ESA Membership today

38 national seed associations
(ESA Association Members)

40 direct company members 
(ESA Individual Members)

29 associate company members 
(ESA Associate Members)
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ESA’S GOVERNANCE

Subsidiarity

Decision on the relevant level

Discussion on a higher level where necessary

Only strategic, no operational decisions

Management and implementation by ESA Secretariat

Committees

Secretariat

Sections
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ESA SECRETARIAT
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Priority issues

PB innovation
R&D policy and funds
Rules and Regulations

Seed rules
Professional market

Diversity, choice, ABS

Intellectual Property
Int.: manage diversity
Ext.: defend principles

Trade & PH
Int. movement of seed
Env. Protection/health
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“Supports the need for continuous progress in innovative plant and animal breeding through the 
application of safe and proven techniques to increase not only the range of pest- and disease-
resistant traits in crops, but also the range of food raw materials with nutritional and health-
beneficial characteristics on the market;  
 
Recognises the importance of marker-assisted selection (MAS) and SMART breeding, which are now 
well-integrated into many breeding programmes, but also the potential offered by precision breeding 
for crop improvement, such as the use of zinc finger nucleases (ZFNs) and CRISPR in genome editing, 
oligonucleotide-directed mutagenesis (ODM) and the use of CMS hybrids in protoplast fusion or tissue 
culture based methods; 
Considers it important to ensure sustained support for development and use of future technological 
tƻƻƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭƭƻǿ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΤέ 

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA7OvXzazMAhXnBsAKHQeGC5sQjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DGD5ozrtGCyk&bvm=bv.120551593,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEEc_BIW2khOy_RzQqkJYkv90XG0w&ust=1461770508001633
https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA7OvXzazMAhXnBsAKHQeGC5sQjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DGD5ozrtGCyk&bvm=bv.120551593,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEEc_BIW2khOy_RzQqkJYkv90XG0w&ust=1461770508001633
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Economic, social 
and environmental 

value of plant 
breeding in the EU

30% worse off

Farmers incomes

advances prices at 
international 
agricultural 
commodity 

markets 3 to 10 % 
higher

3.4 billion ton reduction
in CO2

Farmers additionally 
grow: 

22 million tons of 
wheat;

10 million tons of 
corn and potato;

3.3 million tons of 
oilseed rape.
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Rules and Regulations 

Organic farming 

Definition of organic plant breeding

Seed marketing requirements –
heterogeneous material

Mother plant  produced according to the 
rules of the Regulation for at least one 
generation



6 Commercial packaging: USA
7 Final sale and use: MEXICO, BRAZIL, é

4 Production of hybrid seeds: CHINA

2 Production of basic seeds: EUROPE ïState 2
3 Treatment and manufacturing of basic seeds: EUROPE ïState 1

Treatment and manufacturing commercial hybrid seed: EUROPE - State 15

1 Breeding parental lines: EUROPE ïState 1

Breeding, Production, Marketing of Tomato Seed
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TRADE and PH
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Trade and PH

PH Regulation
18 December 2015 – end of trialogues – inter institutional 
agreement

Implementing Act for :  list of regulated non-quarantine pests 
(RNQP) and the specific plants for planting – Annex IIAII 
Directive 2000/29/EC; list of union quarantine pests - Annex 
IAI, Annex IAII and Annex IIAI - Directive 2000/29/EC

Delegated Act for the list of priority pests – European 
Parliament involvement

Implementing Act - NEW!! high risk plants, plant products and 
other objects – ban on imports (new art.41a) 
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TRADE and PH

SPS ISSUES
SPS MAWG:

WTO Notifications to the ESA members, gathering feedback for the 
COM

Specific actions on selected Countries, prior consultation with ISF: Brazil
NI 36, input considered by Brazilian Authorities; Australia, on-going, 
COM official answer to Australian Authorities; collaboration with ASF; 
DG TRADE meeting in Australia;

Not only vegetables: G/SPS/N/CHL/519-Phytosanitary requirements for 
the importation into Chile of cereal seeds



CONTACT US
ESA European Seed Association

Rue du Luxembourg 23
B 1000 Brussels

T. +32 (0)2 743 28 60

www.euroseeds.eu

secretariat@euroseeds.eu

FOLLOW US ON

http://www.euroseeds.eu/

