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Ritorno al Naturale
Inversione di tendenza del football americano



NFL (National Football League)

Secondo una recente indagine effettuata sui giocatori professionisti della National 
Football League Americana (NFL) il 69% dei giocatori preferisce giocare su prato 
naturale, il resto non ha preferenze o preferisce giocare su prato sintetico.

I giocatori professionisti pensano che giocare sul prato naturale determini un minore 
rischio di infortuni.

Grazie alla professionalità dei gestori dei campi di gioco (Sportsfield Managers), il 
supporto del mondo dell’università, della ricerca e dell'industria del tappeto erboso, il 
prato naturale è di ottima qualità sia tecnica che estetica.
Ma non mancano i problemi.

Dei 31 stadi dove si disputano le partite della NFL  17 sono realizzati con prato 
naturale, dei quali 11 realizzati con Hybrid Bermudagrass (Cynodon x trasvalensis) e 5 
con  Poa pratensis.







Prato Naturale o Sintentico?



Prato Naturale, Green Bay Wisconsin, 
Lambeau Field, Poa pratensis



Prato Naturale, Green Bay Wisconsin, Lambeau Field, Poa 
pratensis



Prato Naturale, San Francisco Levi's Stadium, Santa Clara, 
California, Bermudagrass in rotolo.
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Prato Naturale o Sintentico?



31 stadi della NFL



Stagione 2015 della NFL
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Utilizzate nella NFL sia specie Macroterme (Cynodon dactylon x transvalensis) 
che microterme (Poa pratensis)



31 Squadre 

della NFL



Grande professionalità dei groundskeepers













Andy McNitt, Penn State University’s director of the
Center for Sports Surface Research and the man in charge of testing NFL fields.



Impattometro di Clegg, la NFL misura la durezza del prato prima di ogni 
partita

• NFL’s certification program every week,” Andy McNitt, Penn State University’s director of the
• Center for Sports Surface Research and the man in charge of testing NFL fields. “All of our fields today 

versus 10 years ago are way better. The fields are in much better shape across the board.” 
• Hardness testing every week. That process includes using a Clegg Gmax 2.25-kilogram hammer to drop 

weight from a given height to measure how quickly the weight stops on impact. Using the instrument,
• NFL fields must be < 100 score everywhere on the field. If one doesn't, remediation must happen before a 

game can be played. Most fields range in the 80s, with the occasional test in the 70s or 90s. 
• Natural-grass fields can soften into the 60s following rain, tested also with Moisture Meter and Shear Tester.
• The NFL checks seams and infill depth, and even runs a magnet across the field to make sure there’s no 

loose metal, such as a bolt from a concert stage.



Nassau Stadium

Impattometro di Clegg, misura la durezza del prato 

prima di ogni partita della NFL.



17 Stadi NFL in Erba Naturale







Classifica 17 Stadi NFL in Base alla qualità del prato 
naturale. 



1) University of  Phoenix Stadium home of Arizona Cardinals 
Tifway 419



1) University of  Phoenix Stadium home of Arizona Cardinals 
Tifway 419
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1) University of  Phoenix Stadium su Google maps.



2) Tampa Florida, Raymond James  Stadium home of 
Buccaneers, Tifway 419



2) Tampa Florida, Raymond James  Stadium home of 
Buccaneers, Tifway 419



3) Miami Gardens Florida, Sun Life Stadium home of Miami 
Dolphins, Tifway 419



3) Miami Gardens Florida, Sun Life Stadium home of Miami 

Dolphins, Tifway 419



4) San Diego California, Qualcomm Stadium home of 
San Diego Chargers, Bandera Bermudagrass



4) San Diego California, Qualcomm Stadium home of San 
Diego Chargers, Bandera Bermudagrass



5) Charlotte North Carolina, Bank of America  Stadium home 
of Carolina Panthers, Voyager Bermudagrass



5) Charlotte North Carolina, Bank of America  Stadium home of Carolina 
Panthers, Voyager Bermudagrass



6) Jacksonville Florida, Everbank Field home of Jacksonville 
Jaguars, Tifway 419 Bermudagrass



6) Jacksonville Florida, Everbank Field home of Jacksonville 
Jaguars, Tifway 419 Bermudagrass



7) Denver, Colorado, Sports Authority Field home of Denver 

Broncos, Poa pratensis



7) Denver, Colorado, Sports Authority Field home of Denver 
Broncos, Poa pratensis 



8) Kansas Missouri Arrowhead Stadium home of Kansas City 
Chiefs, Latitude 36 Bermudagrass



8) Kansas Missouri Arrowhead Stadium home of Kansas City 
Chiefs, Latitude 36 Bermudagrass



9) Green Bay, Wisconsin Lambeau Field home of Green Bay 
Packers, Poa prantensis + Desso GrassMaster 



9) Green Bay, Wisconsin Lambeau Field home of Green Bay 
Packers, Poa prantensis + Desso GrassMaster 



9) Green Bay stadium, illuminazione artificiale.



9) Green Bay stadium, illuminazione artificiale.



9) Green Bay, Desso GrassMaster + Poa pratensis



9) Green Bay, Desso GrassMaster + Poa pratensis



10) Nashville Tennessee, Nissan Stadium home of Tennessee 
Titans, Tifsport Bermudagrass



10) Nashville Tennessee, Nissan Stadium home of Tennessee 
Titans, Tifsport Bermudagrass



11) First Energy Stadium, Cleveland Ohio home of Cleveland 
Browns, Poa pratensis



11) First Energy Stadium, Cleveland Ohio home of Cleveland 
Browns, Poa pratensis



12) Lincoln Financial Field Philadelphia Pennsylvania, home of 
Philadelphia Eagles, Kentucky bluegrass  + heating system 



12) Lincoln Financial Field Philadelphia Pennsylvania, home of 
Philadelphia Eagles, Kentucky bluegrass  + heating system 



13) Santa Clara, California Levi's Stadium home of San Francisco 49ers 
Tifway II Bermuda Grass



13) Santa Clara, California Levi's Stadium home of San Francisco 49ers 
Tifway II Bermuda Grass



13) Santa Clara, California Levi's Stadium Resodding



14) Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Heinz Field home of Pittsburgh Steelers 
"Kentucky Bluegrass continuously resodded  former Desso GrassMaster"



14) Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Heinz Field home of Pittsburgh Steelers 
"Kentucky Bluegrass continuously resodded  former Desso GrassMaster"



15) Oakland, California, O.co Coliseum home of Oakland Raiders Tifway II 
Bermuda Grass



15) Oakland, California, O.co Coliseum home of Oakland Raiders Tifway II 
Bermuda Grass



16) Landover, Maryland FedEx Field home of Washington Redskins

"Latitude 36 Bermuda Grass continuos resodding - ownership problems”



16) Landover, Maryland FedEx Field home of Washington Redskins

"Latitude 36 Bermuda Grass continuos resodding - ownership problems”



17) Soldier Field Chicago, Illinois home of Chicago Bears             
"Kentucky Bluegrass, Many problems Kentucky Bluegrass (1924–1970, 

1988–present) AstroTurf (1971–1987)"



17) Soldier Field Chicago, Illinois home of Chicago Bears             
"Kentucky Bluegrass, Many problems Kentucky Bluegrass (1924–1970, 

1988–present) AstroTurf (1971–1987)"



NFL Cheerleaders!



NFL Cheerleaders!



Grazie per l’attenzione


